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Confidered in my two laft Letters that awful 
* and tremendous Subje&, the Ubiquity of 
¢ Omniprefence of the Divine Being. 1 have 
¢ fhewn that he is equally prefent in all Places 
pughout the whole Extent of Infinite Space. 
is Do@trine is fo agreeable to Reafon, that we 
et with it in the Writings of the enlightened 
athens, as I might fhow at large, were it not 
~ady done by other Hands. Bat tho’ the Deity 
thus effentially prefent through all the Imimen- 
fy of Space, there is one Part of it in which he 
icovers himfelf in a moft tranfcendent and vifi- 
Glory. This is that Place which is marked 
t in Scripture under the different Appellations 
Paradsfe, the third Heaven, the Throne of God, 
nd the Habitation of bis Glory. It is here where 
e plorified Body of our Saviour refides, and 
yhere all the celeftial Hierarchies, and the innu- 
rable Hofts of Angels, are oar as per- 
fudliy furroanding she Seat of God, with Halle- 
jabs and Hymns of Praife. This is that Pre- 
nce of God which fome of the Divines cali his 
lorious, and others his Majeftatick Prefence. He 
bindeed as effentially prefent in all other Places 
sin this, but it is here where herefides in a fen- 
ble Magnificence, and in the midft of all thofe 
lendors which:can affe& the Imagination of 
reated’ Beings. ae 

‘It is very remarkable that this Opinion of God 
Aimighty’s Prefence in Heaven, whether difco- 
ered by the Light of Nature, or by a general 
tradition from our firft Parents, prevails among 
ill che Nations of the World, whatfoever different 
Notions they entertain of the Godhead. If you 
lok into Homer, that is, the moft ancient. of the 





















MeGreek Writers, you fee the fupreme Powers feat-. 


din the Heavens, and eucompafied with infertor 
Deities, among whom the Mufes are reprefented 
is inging inceffantly about his Throne, Who- 
does not here fee the main Strokes and Outlines 
of tris great Truth we are {peaking of? The 
fame Doétrine is thadowed out in many other 
Heathen Authors, tho’ at the fame time, like fe- 
veral other revealed Truths, dafhedand adulterated 
with a mixture of Fables and human Inventions. 
tto pafs over the Nosions of the Greeks and 
Romans, thofe more enlightened Parts of the Pagan 
World, we find there is fcarce a People among 
the late difcavered Nations who are not traingd 
vp in an Opinion, that Heaven is the Habitation 
of the Divinity whom they worthip, 
© As in Solomon’s Temple there was the SanZuns 
SanGorum, in which a vifible Glory appear- 
‘ed among the Figares of the Cherubins, and 
‘into which none but the High-Prieft himfelf was 


 Sdefinik 
' * i*'may'be fo with regard » any created Eve or l- 
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¢ permitted to enter, after having made as Atone- 
* ment for the Sins of the People ; fo if we con« 
fider the whole Creation as one great Temple, 
there is in it this Holy of Holies, into which the 
High-Prieft of our Salvation entered, and took 
his Place among Angsls and Archangels,after hav- 
ing made a Propitiation for the Sins of Mankind. 
* With how much Skill muft the Throne of 
* God be ere&ed? With what glorious Defigns is 
© that Habitation beautified, which is contrived and 
© built by him who infpired Hyram with Wifdom? 
* How great muftbe the Majelty of that Place, where 
* the whole Art of Creation has been employed, 
© and where God has chofen to thow himfelf in the 
* moft magnificent manner? “What mutt be the Ar-. 
¢ chite@ure of Infinite Power under the Dire@ion | 
* of Infinite Wifdom? A Spirit cannot butbe trans. 
‘ ported, after an ineffable manner, with the fight. 
© of thofe Obje&s, which were madeto affe& him b 
* that Being whoknows the inward Frame of a Soul, 
* and how topleafe and ravith it in all its moft fe- 
* eet Powers and-Facukties, -J is.tothis majeftick. 
* Prefence of God, we may appl thofe beautiful 
é Meg, 


nanan oe 


¢ Expreffions inholy Writ: 8 wtothe Mag 
* and it foineth not; yea the Stars are no? pure ts bi 
‘ fight. The Light of the Sun, indag she Glories 
* of the World in which we live; are but as weak 
* and fickly Glimmerings, or rather Darknefs it (elf, 
* in Coniparifon of thofe Splendors which encom- 
* pafs the Throne of God, ae 

* As the Glory of this Placeistranfcendent beyond 
¢ Imagination, fo probably is the Exzene of it. There 
¢ is Light behind Light, and Glory within Glory. 
¢ How far that Space may reach, in which God thus 
‘ appeals in perte& Majefty, we cannot poffibly 
* ceaceige. Tho’ itis not infinite, it may be in= 
¢ and tho’ not -fyrable in its felf, 


s bey rine If he has “sade thefe lower Yegions 
© of Matter fo inconceivably wide magnii- 
‘cans. for the Habitation cf - and pe- 
* rif¥able Beings, how gréat , we fappofe 
* the Courts ef his Houfe to be, where he makes 
* his Kefidence in a more efpecial manner, and dif- 
* plays himfelf ia the Fullnefs of hisGlory, among 
© an innumerable Company of Angels, and Spirits of 
¢ jait Men made perfe@ a . 

‘ This is certain, thag our Imaginations cannot 
* be raifed too high, when we think »>n a Place 
‘ where OQmnipotence and Omnifcience have fo 


is * fignally exerted themfelves, becaufe that they are 


* able to produce a Scene infinitely more great and 
* gjorious than what we are able to imagine. Ic is 


* pot impoffible bat at the Confummation of all. 

‘things, thefe outward Apartments of Natare, 

* which are now fuited to thofe Beings who inha- 
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¢ bit them, ‘may be taken in and added to that glo- 
* rious Place of which I am here-{peaking ; and by 
© that means made a proper Habitation for Beings 
¢ who are éxempt from Mortality, and cleared of 
© their Imperfections: For fo the Scripture feems 
© to intimate, when it fpeaks of new Heavens and 
© of a new Earth, wherein dwelleth Righteoufnefs. 
© I have only confidered this Glorious Place, 
© with Regard to the Sightand Imagination, though 
© it is highly yan that our other Senfes may 
© here likewife enjoy their higheft Gratifications. 
© There is nothing which more ravifhes and tran- 
* fports the Soul, than Harmony ; and we have 
© great Reafon to. believe, from the Defcriptions of 
¢ this Place in Holy Scripture, that this is one of 
© the Entertainments of it. And if the Soul of 
© Man can be fo wonderfully affe&ed with thofe 
© Strains of Mufick, which Human Art is capabie 
* of producing, how much more will it be raifed 
* arid elevated by thofe, in which is exerted the 


© whole Power of Harmony! The Senfes are Fa- . 


* culties of ‘the Human Soul, though they cannot 
* be employ’d, during this our vital Union, without 
© proper Inftraments in the Body. Why therefore 
© fhould we exclude the Satisfa&tion of thefe Fa- 
© culties, which we find by Experience are In- 
© lets of Fs Pleafure to the Soul, from among 
© thofe Eggettdinments which are to make up our 
© Happinefs hereafter? Why thould we fuppofe that 
© vir Hearing and Seeing will not be gratify’d with 
© thofe Obje&s which are moft agreeable to them, 
$‘and which they cannot meet with in thefe lower 
‘ aupens of Nature; Obje@ts, which meither Eye 
‘ Jeen, nor Ear beard, nor can it enter into the 
© Heart of Man to conceive? I knew a Man in 
* Cbrift, (fays St. Paxl, {peaking of himfelf,) above 
S fourteen Tears ago, (whether in the Body, I cannot 
© tell, or whether ont of the Body, I cannot tell: God 
© knoweth ) fach a one caught up to the third Heaven, 
© And I knew fuch a Man (whether in the Body, 
* or ont of the Body, I cannot sell: Gud knoweth,) 
© How shat be was caught into Paradife, and 
© Beard unfpeakable Words, which it is not poffible for 
© Max to aster. By this is meant, that what he 
* heard was fo infinitely different trom any Thing 
© which he had heard in this World, that it was 
¢ impoffible to exprefs it in fuch Words as might 
* convey a Notion of it to his Hearers. 

‘ It is very natural for us to take Delight in En- 
¢ quiries concerning any Foreign ( ountry, where 
© we are fome Tite or other to make our Abade; 
© and as we all hope to be admitted into this Glv- 
* rious Place, it is both a laudable and uteful Curi- 
‘ ofity, to get what Informations we can of it, 
© whilft we make Ufe of Revelation for our Guide. 
© When thefe everlafting Doors fhall be open tous, 
« we may be fure that the Pleafures and Beauties of 
‘ this Place will infinitely tranfcend our pref.ot 


_ © Hopes and Expe@ations, and that the Gloricus 


¢ Appearance of the Throne of God will rite 
© infinitely beyond whatever we are able to Con- 
© ceive of it. We might here entertain our felves 
‘ with many other Speculations on this Subje@, 
© from thofe feveral Hints which we fird of it in 
© the Holy Scriptures; as whether there may nat be 
¢ different. Manfions and Apartments of Glory. to 
¢ Beings of different Natutes; whether as phey excel 

one another in Perfe&ion, they are not admitted 





¢ nearer to the Throne of the Atmighty, and enjo 
¢ greater Manifeftations of his Prefence ; whethe 
¢ there ate not Solernn Times atid Occafions, whe 
¢ all the Multitude of Heaven celebrate the Pre 
© fenceof their Maker in more éxtraotdthaty For 

¢ of Praife and Adoration; as 4dam, though he hy 
© continued in a State of Innocence, would, int 

‘ Opinion of our Divines, have kept Holy ; 

¢ Sabbath Day, in @ more particular Manner th, 
* any other of theSeven. Thefe, and the like §p¢ 
‘ culations, we may very innocently indulge, § 
© long as we make Ufe of them to infpire us wi: 
¢ a Detire of becoming Inhabitants of this deligh 
* ful Place. 

‘ I have in this, and in two foregoing Len 
© treated on the moft ferious Subje&s that can ep 
¢ ploy the Mind of Man, ‘the Omniprefence of 1, 
‘ Deit ; a Subje&, which if poffible, fhould ne, 
© dep#t from our Meditations. We have confidere 
¢ the Divine Being, as he inhabits Infinitude, as | 
‘ dwells among his Work, as he is prefent to ¢ 
¢ Mind of Man, and as he difcovers himfelf ip 
¢ more Glorious Manner among the Regions’ 
¢ the Bleft. Sach a Confideration fhould be ké 
©‘ awake in us at all Times, and in all Place 
¢ and poffefs our Minds with a perpetual Awe 
¢ Reverence. It fhould be interwoven with ail » 
¢ Thoughts and Perceptions, and become One wi 
‘ the Confcioufnef> of our own Being. It is: 
* to be refle&ed on in the Coldnefs of Philofc 
© but ought to fink us into the loweft Proftrati 
© before him, who is fo aftonifhingly Great, We 
* derful and Holy. 
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